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Hamlet

MR. J. M. ROBERTSON will not, I
hope, be again returned to Parlia-
ment,  if election would mean the
interruption  of the work he is  doing upon
Shakespeare.    He proposes a general survey of
" The Canon of Shakespeare " ;  his books on
Titus Andronicus and Shakespeare and Chap-
man were instalments of it;  and a third frag-
ment  is   his  book   The  Problem   of  Hamlet.,
published by Allen and Unwin.

"He begins with a summary of the views
expressed by previous scholars. The aesthetic
problem has been discussed for two centuries,
in England and Germany especially, " latterly
with the constant preoccupation of finding a
formula which shall reduce the play to aesthetic
consistency." Inconsistencies have been found
in ^Hamlet's character and actions; weak-
nesses in some passages which in other pas-
sages do not appear. But " every solution
in turn does but ignore some of the data which
motived the other." One " subjective school "
concentrating on Hamlet's character as though
he were a real person all of whose words were
actually spoken, call him mad, or vacillating,
or the slave of sensibility, or " the victim of an
excess of the reflective faculty which unfits
him for action.33 The obvious retort is that
he is reckless of his life and frequently prompt
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